From Jumbo Jets to Cows and Sheep!

Yes, the title’s naff! But you scarcely get 2 more different subjects in the same sentence. Such was the diversity of presentations made by chaplains at the February meeting of the Council of Churches Together in Derbyshire.

On a snowy night Council members and others gathered up on Stanley Common for an Open meeting at which CTD had asked to hear about IMD and chaplaincy. Host minister, Rev’d Simon White, described how the Anglican and Methodist Churches in the village were now united in one congregation.

Chair of CTD, Rev’d Terry Oakley, read from Ephesians and led us in prayer, after which Moira Biggins and Graham Hinds spoke about their chaplaincy work.

Moira Biggins, East Midlands Airport Chaplaincy Team (EMACT)
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Moira, who is on the IMD Council, described her work in the chaplaincy team at East Midlands Airport. This is a work which began with one or two people saying that there should be some kind of provision and went from there to grow into a team of 6 who are drawn from many Christian denominations. She stated that all the chaplains are Christians, and that they recognise that their faith is important and matters and is not to be hidden when appropriate sharing moments arise.

They are available for the staff and passengers alike. Often they may be called upon to bless ambulances and other hardware used at the airport! Yes, they get asked questions like “Why do bad things happen to good people?”

There is a prayer room in the terminal which open to all who want to use it for quiet reflection or in seeking help with a problem. A box for prayer requests is available. The visitors book has many entries, from people of all faiths and none.

The EMACT team take time to raise funds for charitable work, supporting a particular organisation each year – the county Air Ambulance in 2008; work on Aids in South Africa in 2009. Fund-raising activities include doing a sponsored walk around the airport.

At Christmas time the team put on carol services in the terminal lobby area, which draw a good crowd, with many saying that they like the opportunity to sing the traditional carols, which aren’t widely sung nowadays.

The mainstay of the chaplains work is simply being available for those who have suddenly had family tragedy or hit some problems or just want to talk to someone. Moira described how variable this can be, with a number of deep conversations on some days and other occasions when they wonder why they’re there!

When asked about when they go into the airport, Moira replied that the team tend to do regular times between them, and also have specific responsibilities.
Graham Hinds, Agricultural Chaplain
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Graham is the Agricultural chaplain for the northern area of the Peak District. He has his own display of the work which was on view for the CTD Council members to look at.
He described how the work was launched following a review of farming conditions and morale in the aftermath of the foot and mouth crisis of 2001, in particular by a local group based in the Hope Valley area. The recruiting of a chaplain in March 2003 came just at the right time for Graham, following the end of his time in lecturing at Broomfield College.

Graham referred to various strands of the work. He started with ‘warm-calling’ or unplanned visits to farms. In these times, just as with Moira above, Graham does not always know what will happen and what to expect. He is often asked about his faith on these occasions.

Then Graham explained that he is accountable to a Primary Care mental health worker, in connection with the Derbyshire Rural Community Council, and this is the place which helps to set bounds on how far a chaplain might be able to go in conversations with farmers. He also has a support group specifically for his chaplaincy work, chaired by Geoff Henshaw.
Graham is a main organiser of the Annual Farming Service, which takes place in the autumn each year. There were 200 people at Bakewell’s Agricultural Business Centre last November. Planning for this year’s event, on 1st November, is already well in hand.

His hopes for the future of agricultural chaplaincy included being able to extend the work to southern Derbyshire (needs funding for an extra day per week) and to consider the succession in advance of his own retirement in 5 years time.

In response to a question on whether farming is viable just now, Graham noted that there is cautious optimism within the community itself.

