Christian confidence and the economic downturn
Everyone's got a worry about, or a view on, the current economic situation. Here are a few thoughts to browse.
This is a challenge to provoke your thoughts - and responses. See end for the questions!
There has been one response so far (see below). Any more? Please.
At our Church prayer meeting last week (Tuesday 17th February) the leader used 1 John 5v11-15 as a scriptural starting point. Verse 14,15 state that 'This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of Him.'
Such confidence is this! We can have whatever we ask of Him - providing we ask for what is according to His will. That might be the tricky side of it. How do we know His will, is the eternal question of Christian people down the ages.
The 'financial upheaval' in the nation was one of the items on his list of things for us to pray about.
Confidence - or rather lack of it - is such a prominent feature of the times we are all living through. People lose jobs when customers don't want to buy goods or services. Customers are less keen to buy when money is short and may get shorter yet. Customers in turn need income in order to buy, usually through sale of other goods or services, often as employed labour.
So we all need buying and selling to go on, so that our own jobs may last a bit longer - or do we? If less buying and selling is done, values of goods and services drop and so do money and savings.
At the other end of the economic cycle there have been the years of overstretching, when many people and organisations have committed to purchases which have involved 'mortgaging the future' on the assumption that paying back is always possible to do. Eventually this had to catch up with us, and we are all collectively (whether guilty of being overspent or not) caught up in down spiral that has resulted.
Ken Costa, in his talk at the launch of GodatWork, referred to the fine line between overspending that is unsustainable, and necessary spending in order that the economy can survive. He stated his belief that governments have a duty to spend in order to try to push the economy into better times. Do you agree with him?
Bishop Tony prompted the audience that evening, to place a value on different types of work. His punch-line was that unless your work involves you in criminal or immoral activity then God give that work 10 out of 10!
Ok, fine. God values everything His people do, as long we are living in His will - back to I John 5v14 there. But, surely, the economy is telling us to re-evaluate work (at least where it involves money transactions) in terms of doing what is necessary and not what isn't! Ok, we can all have 60 million different views on what is 'necessary' work, but the point remains that the economy will keep telling us to focus on necessary work as long we keep doing work that isn't necessary. Do you agree with that one?
Of course, for the Christian worker (whether paid or voluntary or informal work), we know that our confidence is not in earthly things. Matthew 6v25-34 is the Sermon on the Mount reminder to worry not about earthly things, but rather to focus on treasure in heaven (v19-24.) But don't we all need earthly things? How far do you go to protect your job?
Some questions then:
1) Is Ken right about Governments duty to spend?
2) Is it necessary to focus on what work is 'necessary'?
3) Does Christian confidence lead us to a different course of action from others?
4) Does Christian confidence incline us to be less protectionist of our jobs and money?
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This is a response from Rev. Dr. Moira Biggins, Airport Chaplain and IMD Council Member:
"It’s said that the people of Britain were well-nourished during the Second World War, in spite of food shortages, because the rationing system ensured people had they needed.  That was possible because nutrition is a well-understood science.
What work “nourishes” our society and what doesn’t? Clearly some work is vital to human survival: growing and selling food, for example. Some is not strictly necessary, but life would be sad without it; imagine a world with nobody making music. Some we can well do without (readers, insert your own pet hate here).
The economic crisis is starting to make people ask what’s valuable to them, and what’s not. Of course every person will have their own opinions. But I do believe that if we try to answer the questions honestly, and change our behaviour in the light of the answers, we will move towards a saner and more sustainable way of living."
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Thank you, Moira. Please email in with your thoughts on all this. Or I may have to do another sequel to the above!
Paul White (23rd February)
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