Derby Diocese Clergy Conference Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick

Monday 23 to Wednesday 25 November 2009

At local conferences IMD attends with a stall of displays and hand-out materials. This year’s conference was again held in Swanwick (IMD was there last year), and the IMD roadshow turned out for the occasion.

On arriving at Swanwick, about 2:30 on Monday, we were welcomed by Rev’d Kath Wood, who advised us where to set up. That done, we waited for people to be around whom we could engage with. The delegates were due to arrive at 3:30; some appeared our way, but many gravitated to the refreshments, and we did the same!
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Railway chaplain, James Lindsay, seen shortly after setting up, with copies of SOWN News ready to put into the hands of delegates!
The right side of display is seen here, the part focussing on chaplaincy work, stories, people, and vacancies.
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This is the left side of the display – the part that focuses on faith and work issues. SOWN News copies are laid out on table and leaflets explaining SOWN and how to become involved.
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James again, this time with Tim Gossling, who was there promoting Derby Church Net.
[image: image4.jpg]



Former IMD Principal Workplace Chaplain, Rev’d Ian Winterbottom, ever willing to lend a hand, came along to assist us. Here he is talking to one of the delegates.
[Is there where I’m supposed to say ‘would the lucky delegate claim his prize’? Well, I’m not!]

Rev’d Derek Beech, chaplain for Somercotes Medical Centre and Westfield Centre, Derby, was also on hand to chat and support – but he escaped the camera lens!

By teatime we dispersed and left the stall to the mercy of passing delegates.

On Tuesday morning, I arrived in time for the 10:45 coffee break, where there was a bit of interest prior to re-assembly for the 2nd morning session.

That second morning session was addressed by Professor |John Hull. The title of his talk escaped me, but the concept of ‘theology of resistance’ gripped me – may write something on that one!
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Sheena Bryden, chaplain in Aahbourne for the Industrial Estate, Fire & Rescue Service, and Tesco, was always ready to talk with anybody interested in having a look at IMD activity.
Sheena also set up the Church of North India display.

We were there over the lunch period and on into the afternoon. This is free time for delegates. Sheena was left on her own to look after the shop for the later part of the afternoon.
On Wednesday we were back for the dismantling and taking stuff away. Arriving a little bit before the end of the Conference involved listening to the Bishop of Derby’s summing up. He said something about the connection between the theology of resistance and attempts to move pews in Anglican Churches!

Then, quite unexpectedly, an announcement was broadcast that there were now vacancies at the conference lunch and that stallholders could get some. There didn’t seem to be any obvious room in the dining hall, but a fresh table being laid for us, we could remember Milton Friedman’s famous line – “There’s no such thing as a free lunch!”

Was there any obviously discernible interest in IMD work and items? We did have some conversations, and some bits were given out, but the level of interest did not seem so high, and it’s hard to tell that any of the delegates had or were going to find a fresh calling in the field. But perhaps it is as Tim Gossling said to me “The main thing is that people see that you’re there.”
Thanks to James, Ian, Derek, and Sheena for coming along and supporting the IMD presence at the Conference. Your dedication is unstinting as always.

