Dear friends, 

 
As you will know, our final Two Counties' Service is almost here. The Derby venue has been widely publicised for some months now in various mailings, but we had not been sure whether Bishop David Hawtin, who had been booked earlier in the year, would still feel able to come and preach for us in the light of recent sad family events. Ultimately last week he felt unable to do so, which I am sure we all understand.   I am therefore particularly grateful to Revd Terry Oakley, URC East Midlands Synod Moderator, for stepping into the breach this weekend as our preacher.  

The service will of course take place during the Week of prayer for Christian Unity at the Queen’s Hall Methodist Mission, 125 London Rd, Derby DE1 2QQ on Monday 24th January at 7.30pm. There is plenty of local parking, both on-street and in public car-parks, in streets around the church, though this is metered until 8pm in Derby.
This service has particular significance as the last such event planned between the two counties. After this our county bodies will be acting independently of each other. Once again the service will draw together some of the host of people who are involved in our many inter-church projects and who are committed to the unity of the Church for which our Saviour prayed. This year I shall be leading the service and there will be various contributions from others ministering in our LEPs and a look back over some significant moments from the last ten years. I have also been told to include an opportunity for a formal farewell to me at the closure of my time as your County Officer! Do join us if you can. I have attached a pdf-format poster which you are invited to display or pass on to others.

All regional Church Leaders have been invited to attend, and there will  be an opportunity for each of us present to re-commit ourselves to the Churches' Covenant which has been a feature of our gathering since 2002.

It has been a great privilege to serve you in this way over the last ten years, and I shall take many happy memories with me of our journey together. May God continue to bless you and your people in all that you do!


With all good wishes to you in your continuing work,


Yours ever,

Philip

-- 
Revd Philip Webb, County Ecumenical Development Officer for Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 2001 - 2010.
Ecumenical Mission Officer, Stafforshire and the Black Country from October 2010.

