10th Anniversary of East Midlands Airport Chaplain Team (EMACT) 
                                                                                 (For more pictures click: EMACT 10th anniversary pictures)

1) Getting there and absorbing the scene.

On Friday 19th June a great crowd of people gathered in the Prayer Room at East Midlands Airport for the 10th anniversary service of thanksgiving and re-commitment.

It was a sunny day, and made the bus ride from Derby a pleasant experience, the passing countryside reminding me that this airport serves 3 counties and cities and is in a rural spot somewhere in between them all.
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It was a different feeling upon walking into the check-in hall, being the first time I’d been there without leaving it by air, or meeting some who had just landed. That would have been so for many of the guests on this day.

Moira’s cheerful face was there to make sure I hadn’t got lost, and was soon introduced to the Rev Roy Monks, a larger-than-life character who is the one chaplain from the original team who is still there – “as constant as the Northern Star” according to Canon Anthony Dolan quoting Shakespeare in his address.

2) Welcomes, Bidding Prayers, and Readings.

Roy publicly welcomed everyone to the anniversary occasion. His punch-line was that the last 10 years had absolutely flown by! Thus were the guests and staff in stitches before we’d really got going! Airport Chief Executive, Penny Coates, welcomed everyone on behalf of the staff.
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The service began with “Praise my Soul the King of Heaven”, followed by The Bidding, which was led by Rev Michael Banfield, Vice-Chair, International Association of Civil Association Chaplains.

Members of the airport staff read from Isaiah 61 (that wonderful passage about preaching good news to the poor, proclaiming freedom for captives, etc) and the Great Commission of the Lord right at the end of St Matthew’s version of the Gospel.
3) Reflection on Airport Ministry – address by Canon Anthony Dolan, founder chaplain.

Then Canon Anthony Dolan rose to give a ‘Reflection on Airport Ministry’. (I was trying to remember key phrases to write about – but when I mentioned that to Father Dolan over refreshments, he asked if I was “writing some kind of a report” and produced a spare copy of the actual text!) 
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Father Dolan described his previous encounters with the airport. It seems that the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, with all the stirrings of emotions that event had brought out, was the occasion that precipitated the consideration of a role for “a visible and easily identifiable Christian presence” at the airport.
At this point Rev Roy Monks was given the above Shakespearean accolade, as Father Dolan took us through some of the developments along the way, including the growth of prayer groups around the site and the creation of the prayer room.
He was keen to point out that at all times the team has never made demands or set out terms and conditions, but have quietly suggested and discussed and left the outcome to God, who is “after all, the Senior Chaplain.”

Father Dolan’s belief in airport chaplaincy work seemed to be well captured in the words “Airport chaplaincy, it seems to me, has a different purpose from most other forms of Church ministry. Its purpose is to BE rather than to DO.”
A good anecdote lay in the observation that had been made to him, in the early days, from some members of staff who’d asked what he and Roy were doing at the airport. “My spontaneous but, I believe, inspired answer was: ‘We wander around the airport wasting other people’s time’.”

He referred to an airport chaplains conference at which a new appointee asked his predecessor what he was supposed to do. The reply was “Three things. 1. Walk. 2. walk. 3. Walk.”

Father Dolan concluded by telling us that he prayed with great confidence “that God will continue to bless the work which began under His inspiration.”

4) Act of Chaplains’ Re-Commitment.
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After the address came the chaplains’ act of re-commitment. The Bishop of Leicester, Rt Rev’d Tim Stevens informed us that this was an anniversary day for him personally, noting that on 19th June 1999 he was consecrated Bishop of Leicester and was talking to newspapers, radio and television.
The chaplains present responded to the Bishop’s questions with the response “With the help of God, we will.”

After the singing of “Now thank we all our God”, the Bishop pronounced the Blessing, and then it was all off upstairs to the Boardroom for refreshments.

5) Food, drink, chatting – and that cake!

A buffet was laid on in plentiful amount and good variety, and there were very welcome cups of tea and coffee to be taken.

The EMACT team had display boards about the work of the last 10 years. (If you’ve ever thought that IMD displays have a ‘busy’ look, you should have seen this lot!)
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There was a specially created anniversary cake, which was ceremonially cut by a large number comprising of at least all present and former chaplains and the Airport Chief Executive, Penny Coates. The official photographer had a job on trying to get them all in position. (Needless to say, I took pictures of small groups!)

Looking at my watch and seeing how time had flown by, I dashed, big fat muffin in hand, down to the bus stop. Pity the bus was 25 minutes late! Oh well, plenty of time to surmise on what had been a moving occasion and to be thankful that there are people dedicated to helping passengers and staff through their chaplaincy work.

