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GOD AT WORK


Well, is He? The title sounds like God is busy doing something that we might recognise as work. John 5v19 says “My Father is always at His work and I am doing the things He is doing.” So we can take that as read!





GOD AT WORK is actually a course – a new course that has been put together by the Alpha people, and operates on similar lines to the Alpha course. It is intended to cover people at any stage of faith and to cover all forms of work (see front page for a discussion on that topic!)





Like the Alpha course, the focus is on small groups, Churches, workplace fellowships – wherever people meet. The idea is that local people run local courses, using the material provided by the GOD AT WORK organisation.





The course is being kicked-off with launch events being held around the land during Lent 2009. I attended one such launch in Nottinghamshire County Hall on Monday 9th February, at which Ken Costa (author of the book GOD


AT WORK £7.99) came up from London to address a 


gathering of “around 250 Christian leaders and business people in Nottingham.”





Ken had a fair amount to say on the current world and economic situation (see opposite.) His main emphasis towards this course is that so many people are facing tough choices and decisions, asking hard questions, facing pressures, and that God’s people should be ready, not just to live our own lives in right ways, but also to be able to help others find the answers.





The launch event recognised that the workplace (in the sense of being the place when a lot of time is spent) is a particularly important mission field and arena for people to come together who are facing similar issues. A video was shown, in which the common theme was that “this is my full-time Christian work.”





The course runs for 6 weeks (so only half the commitment needed for Alpha!) and the sessions are:


Work Matters


Ambition and Life Choices


Tough Decisions


Stress and Work-Life Balance


Failure, Disappointment and Hope


Money and Giving





These are all issues that many people are asking about, and that workplace chaplains are being asked. Maybe we should look to run a course in Derbyshire before too long. What do you think?
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KEN COSTA on the Current World and Economic Situation.


At the Nottingham launch of GOD AT WORK, billed as “an evening with Ken Costa - Responding to the Global Crisis”, Ken embedded much of his talk in the current situation that we are all living through at present.


He referred to the banking crisis of early October 2008 (you remember it well!) and noted that we were within minutes of something quite catastrophic. Not that he, or anyone else, really knows what might have happened, or might happen yet, but Ken considers it vital to stabilise the banking system. 


Beyond that he considers that what emerges must reflect more lasting values, and be based on what’s affordable, but also observed that many of us had contributed to the process of spending and borrowing beyond what we can manage, while also stating that (in his view) governments had to spend to stimulate the economy.


He went to say that there was a moral and spiritual crisis in London markets, and the need to look (in this time of shaking) to what cannot be shaken (Hebrews 12), the prophecy on Tyre (in Ezekiel).


Ken’s valuable one-liners included: “We are worship stations in our workstations”; “I’ve never been more economically depressed – and more spiritually excited!”


He offered 9 practical tips for living in the present world:


Take time out


Restructure finances – remove pressures


Restrict problems of the day to the day


Reconnect with friends


Remain generous


Rejoice, count blessings


Go on a negativity fast


Reach out to the excluded (now even more so)


Embrace reality, not denial











