THE EUROPEAN CONTACT GROUP FOR ECUMENICAL SOCIAL ACTION (ECG)

The European Contact Group (ECG) is a pan-European ecumenical network of practitioners engaged in social action from churches and faith communities coming together to learn, to exchange experiences and to work together through theological, social and ethical reflection and practical projects.

Our concerns in ecumenical social action are:

· To improve the conditions of employment and working life

· To promote sustainable rural and urban communities

· To combat injustice, exclusion, racism and discrimination

· To influence church and public policy on these issues

At the last General Meeting in January at Linz (Austria) we decided on six continuing projects.

Community Action Based Learning for Empowerment (CABLE)  to produce and support training for those engaged on the local level in community development and urban rural mission.

Work, Integration and Religion in Europe (WIRE)  to explore the role of religions and cultures in the questions of working life.

Hope for Rural Regions to support and help into the mainstream those ministering to minorities working in rural areas  supporting all those who work there, encouraging local and regional marketing. 

Retail and Shopping: to give mutual support to practitioners in this growing sector of front-line ministry and to learn from and empower each other.

Precarious Work: to create models of empowerment for local churches, students, those in precarious work, the working poor and vulnerable migrants.

Pressure/Stress: to be active advocates of corporate responsibility for those who suffer from pressure and stress in their working life; to exchange experiences of  working practices and of relevant theological resources.

Life Values: to create models for sharing with those involved in youth work among young working people and those preparing for working life.

Membership of ECG is open to all local, regional and national bodies who share its aims and objectives. Individual membership is also available. A General meeting of members is held each year somewhere in Europe. Following the successful meeting in the Linz, the next will be in Vilnius Lithuania in November 2010. Linz and Vilnius are the current Cultural Capitals of  Europe. 

Further information from Ian Winterbottom member of the ECG Execurive.  
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Jean-Pierre Thevenaz (Switzerland) addressing ECG International delegates in Linz

