 In  June 2008 Canon Ian Winterbottom retired from the post of Principal Industrial al  Chaplain in Derbyshire. At his Farewll Service in Derby Cathedral on…   Canon Keith Orford the Chair of the IMD Council gave this address 

Although I had come across Ian a few times before my first recollection of seeing him in action was in 1995.  In Derbyshire County Council we were busy with Nottinghamshire making the case to Government  for the Robin Hood line, reopening the railway from Nottingham to Worksop . We had a conference in Shirebrook  our  Chief Executive and others spoke loquently about economic regenearation and revival pouring out wonderful forecasts  to offset the deprivation and decline . Then alongside them the local vicar had a slot and there was Ian speaking from the heart,  his own and that of his people - what they needed  what they wanted  . It was far more powerful than all our professional  mantras.  Here was the champion  of those who were not so readily heard. A voice crying out in the wilderness  of the coalfields communities which had been ravaged by economic decline. 

So maybe I should not have been surprised when some months later I found Ian sitting in my study enthusing  about the possibility this job as Industrial chaplain .  

It was a bold move. For the past 8 years Ian has kept up that enthusiasm through thick and thin and we have had much of both, times of both joy and anguish .  He has always reminded me that first and foremost he is a Priest; that’s Ian through and through . In a manner of speaking  the chaplaincy is about being a priest without an Altar  but  I have always felt that it is vital that a fulltime chaplain has a spiritual home and that for Ian that has been here at the Cathedral .  When Michael Perham became Dean of Derby ( Provost at the time ) he was ready  to foster the Industrial chaplaincy through the Cathedral.  The Cathedral is at the heart of  public life and space , where business and civic leaders can relate and  be affirmed and recognised . The principle was that the Cathedral should support Ian and not the other way round.   

It has been said that Priests however should become more Episcopal in function and for Ian that has been true as he has recruited trained and monitored a host of volunteer chaplains across the county. They come in all sorts of shapes and traditions, lay and ordained. Ian has become thoroughly  ecumenical  including being  recognised and regarded as a Methodist Minister.  Which is a bit surprising because when he was commissioned licensed and installed Wes Blakey  The Methodist District Chairman had a leading part to play;   had being the operative word. We managed to lock him out of the  Central URC here in Derby  and  despite banging on the door  he never did get into the service.  Ian has also been the friend of other faiths  and it is no surprise that he has become Chair of the - Open Centre- a personal role which I am glad to say he will not be relinquishing

Ian has never let us forget that all that we do involves theological wrestling . He has led the way in a frontier  ministry where economics , ethics and morality meet spirituality . God is in them all . But he has reminded us that in church terms most of this ministry has been diaconal  in other words a servant ministry to others   befriending,  journeying .  Valuing people and structures.  In Rolls Royce Ian has earned high regard and respect .  Always ready to listen ,always approachable , always positive.   I suppose the vestments of a chaplain are essentially  a high visibility jacket   signalling that God is in the midst of his people.

Ian  asked me tonight to not to dwell on him but to look ahead  to say what this ministry is all about . For me it is about engaging where people are, doing what Jesus did,  going out to people rather than just expecting them to come to us ;   engaging with many  whom the church never ever touches.  Interpreting the language of governance, industry and commerce.  It is about seeing that we do have a mission shaped church and not church shaped mission . But for the business world it is adding an impartial, open ended ear that’s independent and secure, of helping to  shape values . But as I ponder what lies next   I realise that Ian has been instrumental in laying the foundations for us , It was Ian who got David Bunch to undertake  our first look at new horizons from which .we now have  the chaplaincy centre in Queens Hall , the chaplains hub , and  the Spirituality of Work Network. All of which  are now getting under way. Then there are  the chaplaincy  teams  from our long standing  partnership with Rolls Royce to the newly chaplaincy in   the Fire & Rescue Service.   The impartial ear that is available to all.  I trust and pray that we shall by God’s providence build on this excellent legacy.  

I must close but I cannot do so without returning to trains and dare I say it  maybe Aeroplanes as well .   Ask Ian  how he got to tram   route 318  to Dahlhousen  for a European meeting of Industrial chaplains  and  he could cross Europe  on a £20 pound note . I remember us both at an IMA conference and standing in the University of East London where  I learned another theological truth. There was the   City of London Airport opposite then the river Thames and behind us the Docklands Light Railway with old Great Eastern railway byond. . ‘Ah’  said a voice surely  this is s what heaven  is like. The there was Gothenberg  .. I pass on ..   Ian is Mr Global   but I stress that  the American contingent here tonight is his family  and it is a joy that you are here.   

 Alongside Ian all the way has been Irene  and I want to say thank you for you friendship on this journey .  

Canon  David Truby said to me the other day that you here Ian before you see him . How true we shall miss  the smile, the laughter and that insatiable enthusiasm  with which you have cared deeply and lovingly for all whose lives you have touched.  In the name of our great God we thank you .  

We praise and thank you God of the journey

for Ian and Irene as they move to a new era 

We entrust them to your loving care 

knowing that you are always a faithful traveller

and companion on the Way .

Shelter and protect them from al harm and anxiety .

Give hem courage to meet  the future and grace to let go into new life through JCOL 

The Lord bless you and watch over you 

The Lord make his face shi9ne upon you 

the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace.

Go in joy to sing with the whole of creation

of the glory of God 

and God the creator be the source of your life 

God in Christ rise in our midst 

and God the Spirit guide you in all your ways 

and the blessing of the Triune God ….

