Is this the Health and Wealth Gospel message on offer here?
On the News and Events page for the last few weeks (March 2009) there has been an advertisement for an ‘Engage Conference’ in Nottingham on Saturday April 18th, aimed mainly at Christians in the business community.

They have been sending weekly email bulletins ahead of the conference. The first 3 are linked in to the advertisement.

This week (in place of the usual bulletin? – I’m not sure) I received an email entitled ‘An important message from Roy Smoothe.’

It was certainly an eye-catching email, beginning with the phrase:

“This year, many Christian business owners will lose their homes, their cars, their status and their lifestyle”

I thought to myself, “Yes, that’s probably true, given that we are in midst of a great economic crisis.” But it was the way that it was put that got my attention and caused me to read on.
A bit further down the email was the compelling paragraph that reads:

“I am concerned that so many Christian business people are totally self dependent and stand to lose so much, not because of banking errors, but by the simple error of not engaging with God, not engaging with biblical strategies or not engaging with other Christians who carry wisdom, knowledge and discernment.”

[The bold font is their formatting]
Now I thought to myself, “I reckon many Christians who do engage with God, the Bible, other Christians, will still lose their jobs and businesses through no fault of their own, but simply because we are in this world, even if not of it.”
Having sounded the alarm about the situation many people face, the email goes on to tell us not to despair as there is Good News. The Good News is that the Engage Conference is coming up on April 18th!

However, the paragraph that really got me was this one:

“See the world through the eyes of the Bible and learn how to innovate and how to develop an effective business development strategy, then you will see how much opportunity there is for you to make your business a success!”
[The bold font is their formatting]

What do you reckon I thought to myself this time?
Well, how about this: “This is remarkably close to the health and wealth Gospel!”
The health and wealth Gospel is something that gets heard sometimes. The Americans are probably more likely to promote the idea that we are. Indeed, when I was in Virginia in November, the preacher in Church said during his sermon, that he not ashamed of being a health and wealth preacher.

The idea of it, as you are probably aware, is that if we listen to God and obey Him and live faithfully unto Him and learn from those with wisdom and understanding of God, then we will have health and wealth!

If only. My number 1 thoughts, when it comes to hardship and suffering in the modern world, go to North Korea and the immense persecution and pressure on the Christians there. Can they get health and wealth in their situation? Yes, if God chooses to overrule the situation that they have done nothing to bring on themselves, but not otherwise.

Paul’s “chains (Phillippians 1v12 onwards) also sit awkwardly with the health and wealth Gospel. Or am I misinterpreting that message?

Try some questions?

What exactly is the Health and Wealth Gospel?

Is the Engage Conference and message taking this angle?

Can we improve our personal economic prospects by listening to God more?
The original email is reproduced in the link below. The formatting did not come out when transferring to Word. If you want the original email then please email the IMD office to request it.
Roy Smoothe's warning
[page created 30-Mar-09] 

