Resurrection Cycles, how they work and when they end.

Discussion using Dr Paula Gooder morning devotions, Tuesday 20th April 2010, as a starting point.

There are always two sides to an argument, it is often said. Glasses that are half-empty or half-full, that old optimism cliché, can become different points of view in debate. Even the Bible is not exempt from this, either. There are many examples, particularly in the Old Testament, of things that would certainly be argued a different way in today’s Church.

Theory of Resurrection Cycles.

At the IMA Conference at Swanwick, Dr Paula Gooder, in her morning devotional session spoke on the idea that the Bible is a book that has Resurrection written right it. We all know of the great Resurrection, the One that makes all the difference in the world (this world and the next) to any of us who acknowledge and receive His salvation.

Paula, a theological scholar, was explaining that the Bible has so much evidence that God deals in resurrection, besides the amazing events captured in the Gospels. Her defining notion was that there has always been a constant cycle of disaster and resurrection. It doesn’t take much looking, particular in Old Testament happenings to the Israelites, to see where she is coming from.

Throughout much of the history of the Israelite wandering through the desert, the Settlement and rule of Judges, the era of Kings, the kingdom united and then divided, the foreign conquests and banishments, the returns and rebuilding, the story pulls in the idea of cycles between good and bad situations and responses.

Termination of Resurrection Cycles.

Do you suppose the Israelites ever wondered, when things looked bad, whether there would come a turning point again? Perhaps, and it is possible to discern a little of this, they sometimes took it as read that if they turned back to God that he would restore them again. But then, this was precisely why, in the conquest of Jerusalem by Babylonian armies in 586BC, God was showing (as prophecied in various places, see eg Obadiah 11) that the cycles of falling away and of resurrection wouldn’t be allowed to continue indefinitely without something much worse happening.

In the New Testament also there are times of things looking bad and good - Jesus own life had ups and downs, and there were the times of persecutions and revivals of the Christians in Acts and written about in the Letters.
Post New Testament Resurrection Cycles.

In the centuries since then the world has gone through various changes, mostly fitting into this same cycle of disaster and revival .The common factor of any bad time, besides the likelihood that it would change again, is that of wondering at the time whether anything would like right again. It likes that when you’re going through it, however small or great it may be – you wonder whether the pain will go, but most times it does.

The most vivid example of this is not in my lifetime, but a few years before it. In the summer of 1940 it looked as if Britain had to fall. Hitler’s Nazis had all the superiority in weaponry and forces and had trained for years for it, and all Britain’s possible allies were either conquered or late getting involved. The odds were well against our forebears. But then came the turning points, from the miracle of Dunkirk through the 1st real victory at El Alamein and on to the final outcome.

There were many prayer meetings called to beseech the Almighty for deliverance, including 26 National Days of Prayer called by King George VI, and it seemed that the Almighty did hear and answer in the end. One dear pray-er I know refers to the concept of “in the nick of time.”
The economic cycles that we have grown used to in a capitalist structure, seem to be a regular feature of life, indeed so regular that you can almost predict when they happen and when the next event in the cycle will occur. Just like the Israelites of old may have viewed their own cycles.

The Spiritual Turnings for Better and for Worse.

We must not forget also the spiritual revivals, and the times of spiritual and moral decadence before and after them. In our own land the mid-18th Century scene was one of moral decline and decay. The Great Awakening, of which Wesley and Whitefield were among the leaders, turned the land and its people around again. Eventually, such awakenings led on to social and economic and political reform, including in its time, the abolition of the slave trade and of slavery itself. The 19th Century revival gave us many good things, like improved living and working conditions for most people, and the start of serious education and welfare.

The American version of the Great Awakening led directly on to their rejection of repressive colonial rules, and the overthrowing of the rulers themselves. Whether the USA is your cup of tea or not, their’s is quite a story and is still affecting today’s world.

God’s Ultimate Resurrection – does it affect Resurrection Cycles?

But we know from the Old Testament, that God does not let cycles go on in the same form indefinitely. Ultimately, something worse happened to Jerusalem, and it would be foolish for us to think that worse things can’t happen to us than what the cycles we are used to have already given us.

Of course, God’s ultimate and final answer to humankind’s wayward ways and loose assumption about the ways of the world and of Divine Providence, was the Cross of Jesus. After those 400 years, when the Old Testament stories and prophecies had ended, The entrance of Jesus was for one final show-down with the powers of darkness, conquering all attempts to get His life and then His death off the one course that would make so much difference for so many millions in this world in which we life today.

But, if that was His ultimate Resurrection, what does that say about resurrections of the sort already discussed? Clearly, see above, resurrections following disasters, of the sort that Paula Gooder sees in the Bible, have been a feature of life way beyond the writing of the Testaments of our Bible.

Financial Crisis October 2008 – another cycle or beginning of the end?

The financial crisis of early October 2008 took us all by surprise, not because it happened – many of had known since the turn of the century that it was coming in some form – but the apparent severity of it all, the notion that we were on the verge of the collapse of everything and that only massive state money propping up the banks could save us all from the abyss.

Each morning, I usually try to remember to thank God that the world I’m awaking up into still looks normal, of which the symbols of normality for thanksgiving are that the power is on, the water is clean, the house is warm, nobodies attacked us, etc. During that autumn of 2008, such thanks to God took on a little bit of a keener edge than usual!

But, we were told by the powers that be, keep the faith with the rescue efforts with and through the banks and the Treasury, and all would be well in the end. This is classic Paula Gooder resurrection stuff, that we have had a disaster but will get through it to the next better phase.

Have we done Enough – and how do we know?

There was a possible flaw in the 2008 argument. “Will the Treasury have enough money to do what the banks require?”, I wondered. It seemed that there was enough money at the time, for the banking system survived, there was no large scale demolition of our savings, or of long queues round the block to get the money out.

The cost to the Treasury of such an operation is, obviously, a cost to us taxpayers, either in having less in our pockets to spend, less for public works, or in the deferred cost of building of mortgaging the future and hoping to pay it back then, with interest, obviously!

The economic pattern of the last 18 months has, therefore, been that of grinding through to look for the signs of the next ‘better times’. In the theory of resurrection cycles there is a case for suggesting that we are on the up – the Official indicators of unemployment and growth are trying to tell us that.

Much of the current General Election campaign is being fought on the basis of whether or not any particular tweak of the financial system will do this or that on public or private economy. All seem to be telling us that cuts are needed somewhere, once the Election is done, and all are suggesting that their tweaks will see us all right. So far so good, again, for the resurrection cycle theory.

Indeed, among the wider population there are a good many people who think, or at least get on with life and hope, that all will indeed be well. Perhaps, like the Israelites of old, we are so used to life having a long-tem resilience that the cycles turn themselves around again.

Applying Termination of Resurrection Cycles to the Current Situation.

But let us return and apply the notion, already considered, that God does not let cycles go on in that same form, as demonstrated when he deserted even the Holy City into the foreign invaders. Does it apply to our present economic situation? Or, in other words – did the apparent ‘something different, something worse’ that we wondered if we were getting in October 2008, give way before the continuing cycles, or have we merely – through continuing to mortgage the future – postponed that something worse.

We’ve all heard of the mounting National Debt, but maybe without really understanding what it means and at what point it really impacts our lives. But it is certainly possible to see the mounting debt as the instrument whereby God will allow the current situation to become our own ‘fall of Jerusalem’, however we (or should I say, the powers that be) try to postpone it by borrowing more in the short term.

The recent episode, still with some way to run, whereby Greece’s economy has collapsed and that the country needs £40 billion from the IMF, is, perhaps, a wake-up call on this front. The comparative figures of Great Britain and Greece are not so different as to allow room for complacency. Even now, though, Greece is being watched on the News in a kind of spectatorial way, regarding it as not of any actual relevance to us.

There are a few voices being raised in support of this likelihood, that after the Election, whoever wins, the real politics will then begin, will take forms we don’t know of as yet, and will in all probability be beyond our control – just the Israelites were, in the end, unable to prevent the judgement upon Jerusalem itself.

